RUINART ART PATRONAT
THE HOUSE OF RUINART AND COSMOSCOW FAIR
LAUNCH THE GRANT FOR RUSSIAN ARTISTS
The House of Ruinart and Cosmoscow International Contemporary Art Fair announce
the launch of the annual Ruinart Art Patronat Award Contest in the field of contemporary
art. This year the House of Ruinart, well known for its close ties with the world of art,
presents program aimed at providing support and development for Russian artists. The
contest will be a part of the 5th anniversary edition of the Cosmoscow Fair, and will be
held from September 8 to 10 in Gostiny Dvor. The winner will be announced on
September 11, 2017.
The long list of the competition will include contemporary Russian artists, nominated by
Cosmoscow 2017 exhibitors. Each of the selected artists will present their site-specific
project proposal for the House of Ruinart in Cosmoscow Art Fair 2018.
The jury consists of Margarita Pushkina, Founding Director of Cosmoscow International
Contemporary Art Fair; Jean Christophe Laizeau, Ruinart Communications Director;
Alexei Maslyaev, Cosmoscow Non-Commercial Programme Curator; Vasili Tsereteli,
Moscow Museum of Modern Art Executive Director; Alistair Hicks, internationally
acclaimed contemporary art expert. The judges will determine the winner, who will
receive an Award from Ruinart – trip to The House of Ruinart (France) and a project grant
for execution of a proposed site-specific art project.
"Such projects always attract special attention and act as a common ground for promoting
Russian contemporary art. Moreover, this is another opportunity to draw attention to the
work of artists with whom Russian galleries participating in the fair cooperate. For artists
this is primarily a chance to execute their project, " – says Margarita Pushkina, Founding
Director of Cosmoscow International Contemporary Art Fair.
Ruinart is a permanent patron of contemporary Russian art. In 2015 The House
established special prize of the art fund "Moscow Biennale", which was awarded to a
young artist Taus Makhacheva. "Ruinart's mission is to support individual talents and
art in general. Modern art scene in Russia is one of the leading in the world, it is an honor
for us to become a part of it", – says Jean Christophe Laizeau, Ruinart Communications
Director.

Notes to editors
THE HOUSE OF RUINART
The House of Ruinart was established in 1729 in the Age of Enlightenment. In 1896, the
House ordered a poster that would glorify the highest quality of Ruinart to a young
Czech artist Alphonse Mucha. The work became famous and went down in history as a
magnificent example of the Art Nouveau. Since then, the name Ruinart is associated with
contemporary art: The House works with the worlds’ best artists and supports large
exhibitions around the world. In the last 10 years, in cooperation with Ruinart, such
artists as Maarten de Baat, Nacho Carbonell, Gideon Rubin, Herve Van Der Straeten, Pete
Hein Eek, George Russell, Hubert le Gall, Erwin Olaf, India Mahdavi, Patricia Urquiola,
Nendo, Ron Arad and Jaume Plensa have created a great number of unique works.
COSMOSCOW INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY ART FAIR
Cosmoscow International Contemporary Art Fair, aimed at bringing together both
Russian and international collectors, galleries and artists, was launched by Russian
collector and philanthropist Margarita Pushkina in 2010. Today Cosmoscow is Russia’s
only international contemporary art fair. Since 2014 it is an annual September event with
its own place in an international art calendar. The latest edition of the fair took place at
the Gostiny Dvor on September 9-11, 2016 representing 38 Russian and international
galleries and welcoming nearly 16,000 guests and 2,000 people at the Collectors’ Preview.
The next 5th anniversary edition will take place in Moscow on 8-10 September, 2017.
Contacts for Press
Elena Kurbatskaya | +79167989987 | kurbatskaya@cosmoscow.com

